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4.1.1 If you had a crystal ball in which you could envision our country in two years’ time, 
aside from party posturing and political dogma, where do you feel we will be? Will the 
country be better or worse? Will everything work out? 
 

Hope for better, prepare for worse. The last couple of years would have been 
hard to predict and next few are even less predictable. Climate change still 
existential threat. 

 
4.1.2 This election was incontrovertibly called by Prime Minister May in order to 
strengthen her hand in negotiating the terms for leaving the European Union, but it 
could backfire. Should empowering a leader for the negotiation be the voter’s priority, 
rather than voting for the manifesto of a party? 
 

In a weak place for negotiating, due to population/economic disparity between 
EU and UK, regardless of mandate. Election is about who runs country for next 5 
years, especially given similarity in position between Conservative and Labour on 
Brexit. However, a weakened Conservative mandate could allow those who 
support a more ‘humane’ Brexit to influence proceedings. 
 
In no business would you commit yourself to a deal you have never seen. You 
can read the contract before you buy insurance. You always have two weeks to 
return a product you’ve bought but realise you don’t like or need. Phone 
contracts can be cancelled or changed. And yet, when it comes to making a 
decision over the future of our country, May has said we must leave Europe, 
regardless of the terms on which we do so. 
The Green Party will hold a second referendum on Brexit once the terms of a 
deal have been agreed with the EU. Like any commercial deal, that referendum 
will give the public two clear choices: stick with what we have, or sign up to the 
deal on offer. And like any deal we will make sure those affected are involved: a 
Green referendum would give 16 and 17 year olds the vote, making sure that 
they actually have a say over their future instead of having that decision made for 
them. 
 

 



4.2.1 The austerity agenda has been effective in removing waste and overspend in local 
authorities across the country (including Darlington). However, after 7 years and with 
core services at risk, is it time to change direction? 
 

The austerity experiment has failed, as it did in the 1930s. Most people have 
seen their living standards fall, while the top one percent have increased their 
wealth. Millions of households are living in poverty, in fear of want. 
 
Green Party always been anti-austerity - can’t cut your way to growth. We 
dispute that ‘waste and overspend’ were a huge problem. The recent NHS ‘hack’ 
shows cutting investment can lead to bigger costs in the long-term. 
 
There is an alternative to austerity. The crunch of 2008 was the result of the 
pressures of our consumer society and an unregulated finance system; people 
borrowed too much and banks were too willing to lend. Now people and 
businesses are paying down their debts, businesses contract haphazardly and 
workers are laid off. 
The Government’s reaction was to use this as an excuse to impose austerity – in 
order to cut the debt, especially the government’s deficit – while doing little to 
strengthen the economy. The winners are those who absorb corporate surpluses, 
the chief executives and the shareholders. The biggest losers are the 
unemployed, the low paid and the vulnerable, especially those who depend on 
public services. Labour plans to match the Tories’ £7 billion benefits squeeze is 
very concerning. 
We think the economy should work for us all. We want a One-Planet economy 
that will address the challenge of climate change and unacceptable levels of 
inequality. We have to throw off the shackles of market ideology and consider 
afresh what really needs to be done. 
 

 
4.2.2 We believe that the cost of tackling the national debt should be shared by all, but 
that those who have more should pay more. How will you act to protect the poorest in 
our society from bearing too much? 
 

Debt is a natural part of the way countries raise finance. It is a mistake to equate 
the nation’s finances to household finances. 
Our proposed Citizen’s Income will allow the current dependence on economic 
growth to cease, and allow zero or negative growth to be feasible without 
individual hardship should this be necessary on the grounds of sustainability. 



We aim to: 
● Achieve an equitable distribution of resources, wealth, opportunity and 

power which ensures access for all to the means of sustenance and of 
personal and social development. 

● Devolve economic power to the lowest appropriate level, thereby 
rendering participants in the economy at all levels less vulnerable to the 
damaging effects of economic decisions made elsewhere and over which 
they have no control. 

● Liberate and empower all sections of society to meet their needs as far as 
possible from their own resources through activities which are socially 
enhancing; to encourage all to contribute to society according to their 
abilities, recognising as they do so, responsibility for themselves, for 
others, for future generations and for the planet. 

 
 

 
4.2.3 The Northern Powerhouse concept has survived the change in the treasury 
following the Brexit decision. How will you ensure that the Darlington economy benefits 
from this initiative? 
 

At the time of it’s launch, our fear was that the ‘Northern Powerhouse’ was a 
sound bite designed to deflect attention from the centralised economy based in 
the south east of England. 
The politicians seems to think that the North ended at M62 corridor, and was 
something to do with Liverpool, Manchester and Hull. 
 
While the concept of the ‘Northern Powerhouse’ has survived, its effectiveness in 
helping the North East still remains to be demonstrated. With 97% of the top civil 
servant working for the ‘Northern Powerhouse’ still based in London and the 
closure of the Sheffield office we still remain to be convinced of the purpose of 
this department. 
 
Green MPs would always seek to work collaboratively across geographic and 
political boundaries for the Common Good of Darlington. Working alongside and 
bringing together the Borough Council, the Combined authorities of the Tees 
Valley, and in partnership with the regions of the MPs and the regional mayor.  

 
The Green Party is committed to political and economic devolution. 



The Green Party supports calls for a Constitutional Convention led by citizens – a 
People’s Convention. Parts of England, based on groups of local authorities, 
could come together to exercise greater powers; these might amount to existing 
regions, or possibly city regions. The process must be driven by the bottom up 
decisions of local authorities, not by top down direction. We favour much greater 
devolution to and tax-raising powers for local authorities, with this settlement put 
beyond future Whitehall revision by giving formal constitutional protection to local 
democracy. Any constitutional changes should be subject to referendums. 
We have long argued that nothing should be decided at a central level that can 
be decided at a local level. We need to improve the way the UK is governed, 
passing power back to the people, back to where they live and work. Local 
councils have been starved of the funds they need to do their job. 
We will, among other things: 
Restore local authority control over education, with full delegation of the 
appropriate budgets. 
Allow local authorities to run local public transport and other local services such 
as domestic and commercial waste disposal, community energy schemes and 
local food production entirely as they wish, including using publicly owned and 
run services and employing social enterprise and voluntary sector organisations. 
Keep trade local by allowing local authorities to favour local procurement to help 
their local economy 
The UK economy needs to be more local. Local businesses are more responsive 
to local communities and are often better employers than remote, large ones. 
Greens champion small businesses and the local economy. We will: 
Make it easier for small businesses to employ people and contribute towards 
paying the living wage by using receipts from a wealth tax to reduce employers’ 
National Insurance in the longer run to 8%. 
Improve the competitive position of small firms, maintaining corporation tax for 
small firms at 20% while raising that for larger firms to 30%. 
Increase access to finance by investing £2 billion in a network of community 
banks, mutually owned and serving local areas or particular groups. 
Reduce the tax on conviviality and help small businesses in the tourism and 
restaurant businesses by lowering VAT to the reduced rate (5%) for cooked food, 
entertainment and accommodation, costing £6 billion a year. 
Keep trade local by allowing local authorities to favour local procurement to help 
their local economy. 
Ensure that legislation requiring that small businesses should be paid on time is 
properly enforced. 
In the longer run, simplify PAYE through our Basic Income proposals. 



Encourage greater diversity among entrepreneurs, including young people, 
women, ex-service people, the previously unemployed, people who are disabled 
and older people. 
Ensure that the great majority of honest small businesses can compete fairly with 
the less scrupulous by cracking down on tax evasion, especially in the informal 
economy and through non-payment of VAT. 
 

 
4.2.4 Rebalancing the UK economy has and will require some difficult choices. What 
stance will you take concerning the budget for foreign aid (currently 0.7% GDP)? Should 
it be ring-fenced, or should it, as some argue, be cut and spent on the health service? 
 

Aid is morally right, but also the amongst the best investment we can make for 
diplomacy and peace. 
 
Greens are internationalists and want to live in a world that is just and fair, secure 
and peaceful, and where human rights are universally respected. We will make 
the UK a force for international good, respected throughout the global 
community, with coherent foreign policies based on building effective and 
cooperative security relations across the world. 
We will: 
Fight for the writing-off of international debts for the poorest countries and limiting 
repayments for other low-income countries, to ensure they can fund decent 
public services for their people. 
Increase the overseas aid budget from 0.7% of GDP to 1.0% of GDP over the 
Parliament; costing around £6 billion a year in 2019.  
Aid will not be tied, and will be distributed in ways that are focused on poverty 
eradication, supporting grassroots initiatives, women’s rights and environmental 
sustainability while respecting local priorities. 

 
We are the fifth richest country in the world and we spend about about 38% of 
our GDP on 65 million people. The idea that we can’t scrape together 1% of our 
GDP to share with the poorest of the world’s 7.5 billion people is nonsensical. 

 
4.2.5 Challenged about the existence of food banks, Mrs May suggested that “people 
use food banks for a range of reasons” but failed to say what those reasons might be. 
What does the existence, and normalisation, of food banks say about contemporary 
society? 
 



Back in the 1970s a determined assault on public life began, and the market 
became the model and measure of life. Since then, successive governments of 
all colours have found ways to justify and deepen the role of the market in our 
lives. 
Private interests have ruled the roost for far too long. The result is a society 
scarred by inequalities of power and wealth, and a planet plundered of resources 
and damaged by pollution. All in it together? We don’t think so. Those with power 
and wealth have done very well out of austerity: the UK’s wealthiest 1% grab 
more than anywhere else in Europe. 
Politics has fragmented, public institutions have weakened, people’s lives are 
dominated by insecurity, and prejudice is rife. We live in a price-tag society – and 
if you can’t pay the price, too bad. 
Things that used to be done by public agencies have been outsourced. Once it 
was a duty for all of us to look after the vulnerable when times were hard. We 
paid taxes into a common fund to look after the poor, the weak, the old and the 
sick, and to educate the young. This is what we did as citizens, bound together 
by what we share rather than separated by what divides us. 
Now care has been outsourced to charity, to food banks. Some think this is a 
sign of the Big Society, but we think it’s the sign of a failed society. Individual 
charity is no substitute for collective justice. 
 
As public sector pay cuts [in real terms] continue to bite and private indebtedness 
increases, the use of food banks by the working poor will, no doubt, increase. 
Our universal citizen's income would be the simplest and most cost effective way 
of tackling this issue. 

 
4.3.1 How will your party ensure the employment rights currently enjoyed in the UK are 
fully protected after the UK leaves the EU? 
 

The Green Party supported the Remain campaign and continue to believe that 
membership of the EU makes our future more hopeful and secure. 
We will demand that the terms of the final deal are closely scrutinised. We do not 
accept that either a “hard” Brexit or an exit from the EU without a deal 
is in the interests of the British people. We will be actively campaigning to 
safeguard jobs, uphold basic rights and put environmental protection at the heart 
of any future trade deals. 
We are committed to a referendum on the detail of whatever deal is negotiated 
for Britain’s departure from the EU, with the option to reject the deal and remain 
in the EU. 



We would seek to protect freedom of movement, press for remaining within the 
single market, and safeguard vital rights for people and the environment. 
Immediately guarantee the rights of EU citizens to remain in the 
UK and urgently seek reciprocal arrangements for UK citizens in the EU. 

 
4.3.2 The film “I Daniel Blake” tells the story of an individual who falls victim to the 
benefit system – a system that lacks flexibility and compassion. In real life it is a story 
that many would recognise. Sanctioning payment as a tool for enforcing conformity is 
draconian, unjust, counterproductive and cruel. What will you do to eradicate this 
damaging practice and change the ethos of the benefit system away from enforcer to 
enabler? 
 

The Green Party says that the time has come to reconsider the whole tax and 
benefits system and to rebuild it from the ground up – a system not built on 
punishing and isolating people, making them jump through hoops to get 
hand-outs from the state but one that goes back to the founding principles of the 
welfare state, in the belief that, as members of society, we have a shared 
responsibility for one another’s well-being in times of need and a shared 
commitment to helping others play the most active role they can in our society. 
We will: 
Scrap most of the existing benefits apart from disability benefits and Housing 
Benefit. 
Abolish the income tax personal allowance. 
Pay every woman, man and child legally resident in the UK a guaranteed, 
non-means-tested income, sufficient to cover basic needs – a Basic Income. (For 
those who earn, the Basic Income compensates for the loss of the personal 
allowance.) 
A major problem with existing working-age benefits and tax credits is the poverty 
trap. We would be prepared to invest up to £30 billion over the Parliament to 
reduce the amounts that people lose from their benefits when they move into 
paid work and to fund the other changes to the benefits regime set out in this 
section. 
 

 
4.4.1 Has the terrorist threat to the UK increased as a result of Brexit? 
 

We have enjoyed 70 years of peace in western Europe. The role played by the 
EU in achieving this must not be ignored. 



The rise of nationalism and sectarianism are recognised by the majority of 
security experts to indicate an increased threat to people in the UK. 
Sadly, some who argued that the UK should leave the EU, employed the politics 
of fear, feeding on misunderstanding and ignorance. In some cases this fear 
resulted in violence. This can be seen by the steady rise in reports of hate crime 
directed at minority groups. 

 
4.4.2 As churches we believe that the only, and indeed the most effective way, to 
degrade Islamic State is to dismantle its social base by winning over hearts and minds, 
but if we can’t win young minds that are formed in Britain, what chance is there in 
elsewhere? 
 

The international foreign policies of the developed nations, both the capitalist 
west and the communist east, have done much to generate distrust, resentment 
and fear among many groups of people who have seen their freedoms and 
cultures threatened. The threats have included forced globalisation, cultural 
imperialism, interference in the democratic process, and military intervention. 
This military intervention has taken the form of direct incursion or the funding of 
proxy wars.  
 
We opposed military interventions in Afghanistan, Libya and Iraq, and will oppose 
all future interventions that lack a sufficient moral, legal and democratic mandate 
or when military action risks being counterproductive, for example by providing 
fertile recruitment, fundraising and propaganda opportunities. We will instead 
advocate for regional solutions to conflicts and for the UK to take a lead in 
advancing diplomatic, economic and political solutions to the threats posed by 
terrorist groups such as ISIS and Boko Haram. We would provide humanitarian 
support for the millions of refugees displaced by these conflicts. 
We seek a just, sustainable and peaceful solution to the Arab-Israeli conflict, 
based on mutual recognition of the rights to independent statehood for 
Palestinians and Israelis. We condemn human rights violations by both parties 
and the oppression and disproportionate use of aggression by the Israeli 
government against the people of Gaza. We seek to suspend the EU–Israel 
Association Agreement. 
 

 
4.4.3 Is the radicalization of British young men evidence of a spiritual vacuum in British 
culture? 
 



While a sense of hopelessness and abandonment among a section of young 
people in Britain is concerning we must not abandon hope. 
We will make equality and diversity lessons mandatory in all schools, from the 
first year of primary education onwards, to combat all forms of prejudice and 
bullying, to promote understanding and acceptance of difference and to ensure 
community cohesion. 
We will take proportionate measures to protect against terrorism, ensuring that 
civil liberties are not undermined in the process, that communities are not 
scapegoated and that action reflects a genuine assessment of the threat to our 
security. We need: 
Targeted policing and security service activities; not mass surveillance 
Prisons that rehabilitate those convicted of terrorism offences 
Effective programmes to prevent radicalisation and to de-radicalise individuals. 
We uphold the principles of freedom of speech and peaceful protest, including 
support for vulnerable communities of all religious faiths and none. 
 

 
4.4.4 If terrorism (and therefore fear) is the enemy, are other forms of defense a costly 
indulgence? (i.e., the Trident question) 
 

Yes. The concept of nuclear deterrence, for example, is unhelpful, aggressive 
and redundant. As such, immediate nuclear disarmament would be a priority of a 
Green Government. 
We should listen to those who have spent their lives focusing in the defence of 
our nation on the question of whether the UK should hold weapons of mass 
destruction. 
The former head of the armed forces Field Marshal Lord Bramall said: 
"Nuclear weapons have shown themselves to be completely useless as a deterrent to the 
threats and scale of violence we currently face or are likely to face, particularly 
international terrorism. Our independent deterrent has become virtually irrelevant, 
except in the context of domestic politics." 
Major General Patrick Cordingley, who led British forces in the first Gulf War, 
said: 
“Strategic nuclear weapons have no military use. It would seem the government wishes 
to replace Trident simply to remain a nuclear power alongside the other four permanent 
members of the UN Security Council. This is misguided and flies in the face of public 
opinion; we have more to offer than nuclear bombs.” 
Former Conservative Defence Secretary Michael Portillo said: 



"Our independent nuclear deterrent is not independent and doesn't constitute a deterrent 
against anybody that we regard as an enemy. It is a waste of money and it is a diversion 
of funds that might otherwise be spent on perfectly useful and useable weapons and 
troops. 

 
The UK’s recent history has also been scarred by involvement in ill-advised 
military interventions that have undermined our national and international 
security. The Green Party opposed these interventions, which have brought 
havoc to Iraq and Libya and only fragile gains in Afghanistan, as well as driving 
an increased terrorist threat closer to home – all at the cost of many precious 
lives and vast amounts of money and other resources that could have been 
better used for other needs. 
Green MP Caroline Lucas challenged the PM in the debate on 26 September 
2014 on military action in Iraq ‘Will the Prime Minister recognise that killing 
extremists does not kill their ideas? On the contrary – it can often feed their 
ideas, and for that reason the former MI6 head of counter-terrorism has said that 
getting Saudi Arabia and Iran around a negotiating table would be far more 
effective than bombing. Why are we not hearing far more from this Prime Minister 
about the political and diplomatic solutions to this situation, rather than reaching 
for the military solution, which could undermine them?’ 

 
4.5.1 Will you commit to holding government and car manufacturers to account for the 
damage they have inflicted on the nation’s health by, on the one hand, failing to act, and 
on the other, putting profits before people’s lives? 
 

Yes. The principle of ‘the polluter pays’ is one that will focus the attention of car 
manufacturers. 
We now know that 40,000 people in the UK suffer and early death due to man 
made particulate pollution. A further 20,000 are likely to have their lives 
shortened by Nitrous Oxide pollution. 
For Darlington that means that each year 47 people will die earlier than they 
would have otherwise and many people’s quality of life will be adversely affected. 

 
4.5.2 The UK signed up to the EU Renewable Energy Directive, which includes a UK 
target of 15% of energy from renewable sources (wind, wave, solar and biomass) by 
2020. Commitments were also made to reduce greenhouse emissions by 80% by 2050. 
Now that we are leaving Europe, will these targets be abandoned? 
 



The Green Party are committed to retaining the very best in protection for the 
UK's citizens even when we leave the EU. 
 
What we do today can protect us from the threat of climate change tomorrow. 
That is why having a healthy and productive planet is central to our core aims. 
 
The science makes it clear that, to avoid the risk of runaway climate change, we 
must leave around four-fifths of all existing fossil fuel reserves in the ground. So 
the problem now is not too little fossil fuel but too much. Exploiting new sources 
of unconventional fossil fuels such as shale gas and oil and tar sands is 
incompatible with tackling climate change. We must reduce our dependency on 
oil, coal and gas as quickly as possible while developing a society that can thrive 
on renewable energy. 
To have a reasonable chance of avoiding catastrophic climate change, we need 
a 90% reduction in greenhouse gases in the UK in the next 15–20 years and a 
zero-carbon economy by 2050 (see the box for how we derive these targets). 
This is much more challenging than the 80% reduction in greenhouse gases by 
2050 in the Climate Change Act 2008.  
Although we celebrate, defend and uphold the Climate Change Act, it must also 
be strengthened. 
A Green transformation would have huge benefits: more comfortable homes, 
better health, less pollution, lots of jobs, and far less dependency on foreign fuel 
imports. 
Our evidence base for climate change was established unequivocally by the 
Working Group to the Fifth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change (IPCC). Their observations of the climate system were based 
on direct measurements and remote sensing from satellites and other platforms. 
Global-scale observations from the instrumental era began in the mid-19th 
century for temperature and other variables, with more comprehensive and 
diverse sets of observations available for the period 1950 onwards. Paleoclimate 
reconstructions extend some records back hundreds to millions of years. 
Together, they provide a comprehensive view of the variability and long-term 
changes in the atmosphere, the ocean, the cryosphere, and the land surface. 
They IPCC concluded that: 
Warming of the climate system is unequivocal, and since the 1950s, many of the 
observed changes are unprecedented over decades to millennia. The 
atmosphere and ocean have warmed, the amounts of snow and ice have 
diminished, sea level has risen, and the concentrations of greenhouse gases 
have increased. 



Natural and anthropogenic substances and processes that alter the Earth’s 
energy budget are drivers of climate change 
We can do something about the anthropogenic causes. 

 
4.5.3 Many people can’t afford to heat their homes over the winter. We can’t afford to 
ignore climate change either. How would your party tackle fuel-poverty in a long-term, 
sustainable manner? 
 

A Green Party Government would cut bills and ensure warm homes for all by 
ensuring that all new dwellings (including conversions) are built to zero carbon 
standards. However, at least three-quarters of existing housing stock (27 million 
dwellings) will remain in 2050, thus ‘retrofitting’ existing property is crucial to 
reducing demand. We will plan to reduce the energy demand in existing 
dwellings through intensive retrofit programmes. The programmes will focus first 
on improving housing conditions and reducing the energy costs of poorer 
households, particularly those suffering fuel poverty. Energy policy for housing 
will be focused on area–based programmes linked with housing improvement 
policies and initiatives for bringing vacant dwellings and commercial properties 
into use. Domestic demand reduction will be supported by targeted grant regimes 
to ensure take-up, with special attention to poorer households and those 
suffering fuel poverty. Subsidised loans will be available to improve ‘hard to treat’ 
homes. Special care will be taken with ‘traditional buildings’ to avoid installation 
of inappropriate measures. 

 
4.6.1 What will you do to keep the issue of homelessness at the top of the national and 
local agenda? Will you be an advocate for the homeless people in Darlington and for 
the organisations that seek to support them? 
 

The breakdown in family relationships, domestic abuse and drugs and alcohol 
problems can all lead to young people being forced from their homes, 
sofa-hopping at friends’ places before being faced with the reality of nowhere to 
go. 
Poverty and homelessness among young people has been exacerbated by 
unemployment and the withdrawal of social security benefit. In the short term the 
Green Party would restore Income Support to people aged 16-25 to the same 
level to which those over 25 years old are entitled. In the long term the Citizens' 
Income Scheme is designed to eradicate poverty throughout society. 
The increase in homelessness is partly the result of ineffective housing policy 
and lack of investment in housing over the last twenty years. Policies are urgently 



needed to change the homelessness legislation, to maximise the use of empty 
property, and to increase the security of anyone occupying a property as their 
home. Reform of the housing benefit system would ensure that late payments 
cannot cause homelessness and stop landlords discriminating against those on 
benefit. 
Early engagement and intervention providing advice and support to identified 
vulnerable groups is the most effective way to prevent homelessness. Investing 
in homelessness prevention services is critical to assisting customers vulnerable 
to homelessness in maintaining their independence, health and well being and 
ensuring sustainable neighbourhoods. Focusing investment and resources into 
preventative strategies delivers positive outcomes and reduces both the 
damaging consequences of homelessness and, the costs of providing 
accommodation and support at the point homelessness occurs. 

 
 
4.6.2 How would you deal with an individual who uses the pretence of homelessness to 
awaken public sympathy and attract more contributions into a begging bowl? 

Any person causing distress or alarm, or being aggressive should be dealt with 
under existing powers. 
Ultimately, individuals have the right to give or not give to individuals. 

 
 
4.6.3 If a homeless individual presented at your surgery, what would you do? 

Advise the individual of the options available via Darlington Borough Council. 
Direct the individual to the No Second Night Out support available via the 700 
Club. 
Help the individual use the Darlington Gateway 
 
People are homeless for a variety of reasons, so require different types of 
support. By far the most important would be securing stable housing, which is 
generally a prerequisite for solving any other problems. 

 
4.7.1 According to research, Britain is one of the worst destinations for people seeking 
asylum in Western Europe. Britain takes fewer refugees, offers less generous financial 
support, provides housing that is often substandard, does not give asylum seekers the 
right to work, has been known to punish those who volunteer, and routinely forces 
people into destitution and even homelessness when they are not granted refugee 
status due to bureaucratic delays. What can be changed to avoid deepening the pain of 
individuals who are already traumatised by the journey to Britain? 



 
The Green Party would end immigration detention 

Immediately act to protect the most vulnerable asylum seekers who have 
experienced rape, sexual abuse or torture, by allowing their claims to be 
processed in the community 

Implement a three month maximum processing time for asylum applications  

Funding for integrated support for asylum seekers 

In the long term work to abolish immigration detention centres to enable all 
claims to be processed in the community 

 
4.7.2 Can the UK service economy survive without immigrant workers? 
 

The UK service economy, and the wider economy, benefits from the free 
movement of people within the EU, and from many commonwealth countries. If 
your aim is to push up wages in the service sector we suggest that restricting the 
availability of young, fit and motivated workers is the least satisfactory way to 
achieve this goal. 

 
4.8.1 Do you have established relationships with Darlington’s faith communities (not just 
Christian communities)? If not, how do you start to engage with them? 
 

As one of the organisers of Darlington Walk for Peace, I have established links 
with the wider faith communities within Darlington. 

 
4.8.2 How can the insights that faith traditions have about the privilege and 
responsibility of living in community be shared and developed for the common good? 
 

The philosophical understanding of the benefits of communal self-reliance and 
the dividends of social capital associated with working for the common good are 
not unique to faith groups. 
 
The Green Party’s core values contain the following lines; 
 
A healthy society is based on voluntary co-operation between empowered 
individuals in a democratic society, free from discrimination whether based on 
race, colour, gender, sexual orientation, religion, social origin or any other 
prejudice. 



We emphasise democratic participation and accountability by ensuring that 
decisions are taken at the closest practical level to those affected by them. 
We look for non-violent solutions to conflict situations, which take into account 
the interests of minorities and future generations in order to achieve lasting 
settlements. 
The success of a society cannot be measured by narrow economic indicators, 
but should take account of factors affecting the quality of life for all people: 
personal freedom, social equity, health, happiness and human fulfilment. 
 

 
4.9.1 Unarmed, Keith Palmer was a constable in the Metropolitan Police’s 
Parliamentary and Diplomatic Protection Command when he was killed; should police 
now be armed by default? 

A recent survey of 47,00 Police Federation members found 82% did not want to 
be routinely armed on duty, despite almost half saying their lives had been "in 
serious jeopardy" during the previous three years. It would be severely damaging 
to morale if the requirement to carry arms were imposed on a group of people 
whose judgement was so strongly against such an action. 
The cost of training and equipping the police with firearms would be prohibitive 
and questionable at a time when police numbers have fallen by 20,000 in ten 
years. 

 
4.9.2 For many, prison is a revolving door because the resources for resettlement and 
reintegration are lacking. Will your party invest to save? (Save in both senses ... the 
person and the cost of imprisonment) 
 

Given that crime should be seen as partly caused by social factors, it cannot be 
adequately addressed solely in terms of criminal justice and policing policy. A 
Green approach to crime reduction therefore places significant focus on the 
social causes of crime. As well as social crime prevention, this includes a 
broader range of social policies which will lessen the social pressures, such as 
poverty, inequality or addiction to illegal drugs, to commit crime. 

The lives and liberties of individuals, groups and society as a whole must be 
protected within a law-based system which strives for justice, including social and 
economic justice, and fairness. We therefore believe that it is necessary for 
society to define certain forms of harmful behaviour as crimes, but that the list of 
crimes should be kept as short as possible. 

Criminal justice cannot be successfully imposed from above, but needs as far as 
possible to be a product of a living, democratic community. The basic institutions 



of Green justice should be community-based and relatively informal in nature. 
They should provide maximum potential for public participation. 

The Green approach to dealing with offenders however differs markedly from 
current practice. We believe retributive sentencing to be ineffective in reducing 
crime. 

We will introduce the principle of "restorative justice", which while denouncing the 
crime, deals constructively with both the victim and the offender. The primary aim 
will be to restore and, if necessary, improve the position of the victim and the 
community; the offender will be required to make amends. 

Restorative justice recognises the need not only to ensure that the amount and 
nature of reparation be appropriate to the harm suffered, but also that it is within 
the capacity of the offender to make it. This means that any shortfall will have to 
be met by the community. 

The symbolism of the scales of justice would be interpreted in a new way; 
balancing the harm done to the victim or community not by further harm inflicted 
on the offender, but by requiring the offender to make reparation. 

 
4.9.3 Restorative justice initiatives promise (and claim) more than they deliver. What will 
you do to ensure that public money diverted into restorative justice services is genuinely 
saving court time and is satisfying the victim’s needs? 
 

A two-fold strategy is required; firstly to reduce crime and, secondly, to respond 
to it. This will ensure that crime prevention can focus on reducing the social 
pressures that are or are considered to be conducive to crime, and that 
restorative justice can function no longer complicated by incompatible 
considerations of crime prevention or general deterrence. 
 
Prevention of social harms, including crime, is ineffective in our present society, 
because of a limited vision of what could be achieved by integrated policies 
designed to build a stable and just society. 

In addition to what is traditionally thought of as crime prevention (policing, 
physical security and so on), the Green Party would undertake: 

a) social crime prevention, that is, reducing social pressures that are, or are 
considered likely to be, conducive to crime; 

b) education to promote the development of communication cooperation and 
problem-solving skills. 

Policy measures to reduce both the real threat and the fear of crime would 
include: 



i) ensuring universal access to high quality youth facilities and open spaces. 

ii) improving street lighting and ensuring people-friendly street design. 

iii) ensuring prompt repairs of public amenities and spaces. 

iv) increasing resources for caretakers, attendants and staff on estates, railway 
stations, parks and other public areas. 

v) tackling drug related crime 

 
4.9.4 Public confidence in the justice system is undermined by sentences that do not 
reflect the actual time to be spent in prison. How can confidence be restored? 
 

It’s been said that, the more dysfunctional a society is, the more laws it has. Here 
is how dysfunctional the UK has become: 
• Under Margaret Thatcher there were 1,724 new laws per year; 
• Under John Major there were 2,402 per year; 
• Under Tony Blair, 2,663 per year. 
 
The UK imprisons more people than any other country in Europe. Under the 
Coalition, the prison population reached an all-time high of 88,179 in December 
2011, and the number of front-line prison officers dropped by 30% between 2010 
and 2013. This is a picture of a very uneasy society. 
 
We must remember that crime has a context: 
• 60% of offenders have no qualifications at all; 
• 48% have literacy skills below those expected of an 11 year old; 
• 65% have numeracy skills below those expected of an 11 year old; 
• 67% were unemployed at the time of imprisonment; 
• 49% of prisoners ran away from home as a child; 
• 41% were excluded from school; 
• 71% suffer from two or more mental disorders; 
• 70% of offenders had been drinking at the time the offences for which they were 
imprisoned were committed; 
• There is more crime in more unequal societies. 
 
So: education, employment and security for all – this is the heart of Green Party 
crime policy. We would: 
• Treat drug addiction as a health issue. 



• Restrict police use of random stop and search powers, which damage police 
and youth relations. 
• Improve the design of our cities to provide safer streets and public spaces. 
• Focus on crime prevention measures, including more community policing under 
local democratic control, more local police stations and the return of bus 
conductors and others who have an important effect on social order. 
• Oppose the privatisation of policing and establish a Royal Commission on 
Policing as a first step towards delivering a service that’s fit for purpose. 
• Provide proper funding for Women’s Refuges for survivors of domestic violence, 
and make domestic abuse a specific criminal offence. 
• Work to change attitudes towards rape, including improving initial responses to 
women, early evidence collection and access to justice. 
• Abolish Police and Crime Commissioners, and return control of the police to 
local government. 
 
The other key policy area for reducing crime while reducing the prison population 
is that of restorative justice and offender rehabilitation. 
 
Once people have offended, what next? Punishment for its own sake (retributive 
justice) gets us nowhere, and that’s why the Green Party would greatly expand 
the use of restorative justice, with the offender making up to the victim and the 
community. This gives victims a voice and helps offenders to see the effects of 
what they have done. This should enable us substantially to reduce the numbers 
in prison and reduce reoffending. In particular, we believe there are far too many 
children in the penal system. 
 
What happens when prisoners are returned to the community? Nearly 50% of 
adult offenders released between April 2011 and March 2012 reoffended. This is 
a real indictment of what happens to people in prison. The Green Party would: 
• Oppose the privatisation of the probation services. 
• Provide access to real work and education, the work to include repairing 
damage done by crime. 
• Provide access to artistic and creative facilities. 
• Provide access to literacy and numeracy classes from the first day of 
imprisonment. 
• Operate a smaller prison system, saving £5.5 billion over the course of the 
Parliament. 
• Grant prisoners the right to vote. 
• Oppose the use of the death penalty abroad. 



 
4.10.1 In your opinion, what is the route to building a more equitable society? Has 
taxation a role to play? 
 

For a tax system to be seen to be fair, everyone must pay their tax. The tax gap 
– that is, tax that is illegally evaded, legally avoided by exploiting loopholes, or for 
which collection is abandoned – is estimated to amount to more than £120 billion 
a year. The Green Party is committed to making the system fair, to collecting 
unpaid taxes and to challenging powerful tax dodging both in the grey economy 
and by huge corporations. Recent governments can’t be serious about collecting 
tax fairly and efficiently; HMRC staff have been cut from 93,000 in 2004 to just 
52,000 in 2015. 
Green politicians have been very active in campaigning and lobbying for tax 
justice. Caroline Lucas MP secured a debate with the Exchequer Secretary to the 
Treasury (Mr David Gauke) in order to champion a Fair Tax Mark, much like the 
Fair Trade Mark, to be awarded to companies that take their tax responsibilities 
seriously. Meanwhile, in Europe, Molly Scott Cato MEP worked with other 
Greens on the European Parliament’s Economics Committee to ensure that there 
will be a full parliamentary inquiry into the scandal of corporate tax avoidance, 
ensuring that multinational companies will pay the taxes governments need to 
pay for infrastructure and public services. 
 
We regard the primary purposes of taxation as to pay for the things we do in 
common and to redistribute income and wealth between us. 
Most of the emphasis on inequality is about inequality of income. But there is 
even more inequality in the ownership of accumulated wealth – property, pension 
rights, stocks and shares, and other assets. The top 10% of households hold 
nearly half the UK’s wealth, the top 1% hold at least 12.5%. Many other countries 
– France, Switzerland, the Netherlands, Spain and Norway for example – levy 
annual wealth taxes of up to 2%. The Green Party is part of a movement to build 
a global wealth tax, the only sure way to counter avoidance and evasion of such 
taxes. The introduction of automatic information exchange for income tax 
purposes from 2016 from tax havens will make it easier to trace hidden wealth. 
We would introduce a tax of 2% a year on the 1% of the population whose wealth 
exceeds £3 million. There will be an exemption for farmers with agricultural land 
worth less than £10 million. For those with little income and a rather illiquid asset 
such as a house, arrangements could be made to defer the tax until the sale of 
the house. In a full year this tax could raise £25 billion. 
 



4.10.2 Will you commit to making the minimum wage a living wage? 
 

People want to work and the Green Party believes in helping make that happen. 
We also believe everyone should be properly paid for the work they do, ending 
working poverty and the job insecurity that has people lining up outside food 
banks and left at the mercy of payday lenders. We don’t just need jobs, we need 
more worthwhile secure jobs. 
 
Since 2010, over 1 million jobs have been lost from the public sector; from the 
NHS, from schools and colleges, from local government, from the institutions that 
bind us together, from front-line services. We will put them back. 
 
Governement claims to have created 2.5 million jobs in the private sector to 
compensate. But: 
• Many job-market casualties have turned to self-employment, where life can be 
precarious and salaries low (there has been a 20% fall in the salaries of the 
self-employed since 2007, compared with a 6% fall in employee earnings); 
• 15% of the workforce is self-employed. For some this is by choice, for others it 
is because they can’t get better work; 
• Many new jobs are insecure, poorly paid and with contracts that fail to balance 
the rights and responsibilities of employers and employees; 
• The young in particular suffer, with one in three young workers now on low pay; 
• They’ve redefined some jobs out of the public and into the private sector. 
 
In place of this workplace lottery, the Green Party proposes a package for 
sustainable prosperity: ending austerity, expanding and renewing public services 
such as social care, transport and social housing, investing in energy 
conservation and sustainable resource use, and promoting green public works 
for environmental benefit. This will create 1 million new satisfying jobs and 
training places within a year. 
 
We will: 
• Increase the minimum wage so that it is a living wage. We propose a minimum 
wage target for everyone who is working in the UK of £10 per hour by 2020. In 
2015 this would mean a minimum wage of £8.10 an hour, saving £2.4 billion a 
year in tax credits and generating an additional £1.5 billion a year in income tax 
and National Insurance. This would be offset by £0.7 billion a year additional 
costs in the public sector. 



• Revive the role of democratic trade unions, including the right to belong to a 
union and have the employer recognise it, and the right to take industrial action, 
including strikes and peaceful picketing. 
• Phase in a 35-hour week. Apart from improving the quality of our lives, this 
would combat unemployment by sharing available work out more equitably. 
• Provide a comprehensive nationwide system of good-quality pre-school early 
education and childcare, free at the point of delivery. 
• End exploitative zero-hours contracts. 
• End the exploitation of interns, and ensure no unpaid full-time internship lasts 
more than four weeks. 
• Make equal pay for men and women a reality. 
• Introduce a maximum pay ratio of 10:1 between the best paid and the worst 
paid in every organisation. 
• End blacklisting. We will set up a full investigation into blacklisting in the 
construction industry and consider the creation of a new criminal offence. 
• Give workers a greater say in the running of their companies, including 
employee-elected directors in medium and larger companies. 
• Reduce Employment Tribunal fees so that tribunals are accessible to workers.  

 
4.10.3 A child living in poverty judges the society that allows it. The fact that the 
numbers are increasing is a cause for shame. What will you do to ensure that a 
childhood in economic poverty does not translate into adult poverty? 
 

The austerity experiment has failed, as it did in the 1930s. Most people have 
seen their living standards fall, while the top one percent have increased their 
wealth. Millions of households are living in poverty, in fear of want. 
 
Being on benefits creates a poverty trap that discourages employment or 
increased hours of work. Yet work in today’s UK doesn’t pay either. It’s why, for 
the first time, there are more people living below the poverty line in working 
families (7.4 million) than in workless and retired families combined (6.3 million). 
This is one of the reasons why nothing short of a Green revolution in how we 
think about social security will do. 
 
The Green Party thinks the time has come to reconsider the whole tax and 
benefits system and to rebuild it from the ground 
up – a system not built on punishing and isolating people, making them jump 
through hoops to get hand-outs from the state, but one that goes back to the 
founding principles of the welfare state, in the belief that, as members of society, 



we have a shared responsibility for one another’s well-being in times of need and 
a shared commitment to helping others play the most active role they can in our 
society. 
 
The idea in a nutshell is this.  
Scrap most of the existing benefits apart from disability benefits and Housing 
Benefit. Abolish the income tax personal allowance. Then pay every woman, 
man and child legally resident in the UK a guaranteed, non-means-tested 
income, suf cient to cover basic needs – a Basic Income. For those who earn, 
the Basic Income compensates for the loss of the personal allowance. 
Children will receive a reduced Basic Income, Child Benefit. Pensioners will 
receive their Basic Income at a higher level, as a Citizen’s Pension. 
The advantages are many and we support the principle of a Universal Basic 
Income because it has the potential to: 
• Act as a springboard rather than a safety net; people can take jobs without fear 
of prosecution for working while on benefits; 
• Prevent people falling into absolute poverty rather than trying to help them 
when they are already there; 
• Reward people for all the work that’s done outside the formal economy, and 
most of this work is done by women; 
• Encourage more of this unpaid activity, much of which – such as food growing, 
fixing things that have gone wrong, converting older buildings, protecting the 
natural environment – is a vital part of a transition to a more sustainable 
economy; 
• Avoid the poverty trap in which an increase in wages leads to a massive loss of 
benefits; 
• Make everyone who earns, however little, a citizen who contributes to society 
by paying taxes, giving almost everyone a 
stake – raising the personal allowance takes us in precisely the wrong direction; 
• Be simple to administer and easy to understand. 
 

 
4.11.1 MPs will doubtless be given a free vote on this issue. What is your view of an 
individual with a terminal disease possessing the legal right to end their own life? How 
would you seek to make your view a representative rather than a personal one? 
 

The Green Party has consulted widely before drawing up its manifesto. The 
process by which these decisions are made is fully democratic, allowing party 
members from all walks of life to help us shape policies that are fair and 



equitable. For example we fully support the National Pensioners Convention’s 
Dignity Code. The purpose of this code is to uphold the rights and maintain the 
personal dignity of older people. 
 
Green Party policy is to support the provision of the right to an assisted death 
within a rigorous framework of regulation and in the context of the availability of 
the highest level of palliative care. 
 
We can demonstrate the representative nature of our stance by pointing to the 
2010 British Social Attitudes survey, where 82% of the general public believed 
that a doctor should probably or definitely be allowed to end the life of a patient 
with a painful incurable disease at the patient's request. This was further 
analysed to show 71% of religious people and 92% of non-religious people 
supported this statement.  
 
The provision of circumstances where a person is able to die with dignity requires 
three policies to be in place: 
• Everybody should be able to choose where they die, who else would be present 
at that time and the treatment options they would welcome or not. 
• A person should have access to information on their care options, including 
medical treatment, palliative care, and end-of-life options. This information should 
be available from qualified experts. Carers, family and friends should also be 
able to access high quality care and support. 
• Ultimately an individual should have the right to plan for and then take personal 
control over their own death, including the medication and pain relief they wish to 
receive or not. 
 
The Green Party supports calls for the greater choice, control and access to a full 
range of medical and palliative services at the end-of-life. One aspect of this 
range of services should include providing terminally ill adults with the option of a 
painless, assisted death, within strict legal safeguards. 
 
Central to our aims in this policy area is to bring about a generally more 
compassionate approach to the end-of-life.  

 
4.12.1 It is clear that the bringing together of health and social care has the potential to 
reduce costs and improve quality. However, in practice, there are too many competing 
interests … loss of power, control and influence. What will your party do to ensure that 
health and social care are properly joined up for the common good? 



 
Patient care has been damaged by two policies: 
1. punitive governance based on arbitrary targets; 
2. over-management by numbers to achieve those targets, leading to a climate of 
fear among managers and frustration among professionals. 
The NHS should have the needs of the patient at its heart. Ultimately, healthcare 
is provided by a professional to a person in need. Every interaction should begin 
by connecting with that person to really understand their needs. Interventions – 
from simple advice or booking an appointment, to planning complex medical 
treatment – will then be more appropriate and efficient, of real value to the user 
and economic for the organisation. 
The NHS has been subjected to 20 years of ideological tampering by successive 
governments (marketisation, targets and performance-related pay) to the point 
where professionals are often prevented from responding appropriately to an 
individual’s needs. This has also driven up the cost of care. Fragmentation of 
care, especially outsourcing, has led to a loss of continuity, so the human 
relationship between professional and patient is diluted. Professionals can no 
longer make the overall care of the patient their primary aim. Huge amounts of 
time and money are wasted on ‘failure demand’ – where the patient goes round 
in circles trying to get an answer to their problem and often has unnecessary 
investigations and treatment. 
More problems are created by so-called ‘economies of scale’ where, in an 
attempt to emulate industry, common services have been merged into larger 
entities regardless of the nature of the variety of demand. Individual and local 
knowledge are lost and problems are dealt with according to protocols and 
pathways, not what is best for the patient. This has to change. The system must 
be designed around what the patient needs, not what Monitor (the sector 
regulator for health services in England) or the Care Quality Commission 
demand. Professionals must be given the time to care, rather than ticking 
governance boxes. 
The ‘human-centred’ approach also applies to NHS staff. The vast majority of 
NHS workers are highly committed, caring and careful individuals, but current 
systems often put them under stress and prevent them doing the right thing. We 
need a culture in which all staff are able to shape the system they work in and to 
openly share learning from mistakes and ‘near misses’. It should be a source of 
pride and joy, not fear and frustration, for those who work in it. 
The Green Party would: 



• Place the quality of patient care, especially patient safety, at the heart of the 
system. Reducing costs would not be the primary driver of behaviour but would 
be the outcome of best practice. 
• Evolve the best system of care with the help of the service providers. 
• Engage, empower and hear patients and carers at all times, treating both with 
dignity. 
• Foster wholeheartedly the growth, development and training of all staff, 
including their involvement in improving the systems in which they work. 
• Embrace transparency in the interests of sharing best practice, accountability 
and cooperation. 
• Use quantitative data to better understand how the system is working, not to set 
targets, and to see them as a route to 
continuously improving patient care, not an end in themselves. 
• Ensure that there are clear lines of responsibility, especially for safety and 
interdepartmental cooperation. 
• Respect the NHS Pay Review Body and bring NHS pay back in line with in 
ation and negotiate improved conditions. 
• Expand the workforce to drive the wholesale improvement of mental health 
services. 
The extra funding proposed for the NHS and social care will create a total of 
400,000 jobs. 
 

 
4.12.2 What measures can be taken locally and through legislation to improve the 
quality of care in the sector? 
 

There are huge inequalities between older people, and many have had difficult 
lives. The free university education of the past was a privilege for a tiny group of 
people. Many more working lives were totally disrupted by Margaret Thatcher’s 
assault on manufacturing industry in the 1980s; these older people bear the 
scars of industrial diseases and health inequalities. Many older women in 
particular have lead lives confined by lack of opportunity. 
 
The Green Party’s policy for older people is simple. First they are people, and 
they have the same rights and hopes as everyone else. They should be treated 
fairly and equally in employment, education, healthcare and avenues for 
enterprise. Ambition should not be shut off just because we get older. 
 



The Green Party agrees that ensuring adequate state pension levels and proper 
funding of care, both for those in their own homes and those in residential care 
gives back the elderly their dignity and restores life quality. That is why we 
believe that there are certain things they should be able to rely on without the 
indignity of means testing. The most basic is a universal state pension. We would 
introduce a Citizen’s Pension, paid to all pensioners regardless of contribution 
record from 2016, so no pensioner will live in poverty. It will pay £180 per week to 
a single pensioner and £310 per week for a couple, taking all pensioners above 
the poverty line. Future increases will be at the higher of the price increases of 
basic goods and services or average earnings. 
 
The ongoing high quality care of older people is dependent on a well funded and 
well run NHS.The Green Party would: 
• Place the quality of patient care, especially patient safety, at the heart of the 
system. Reducing costs would not be the primary driver of behaviour but would 
be the outcome of best practice. 
• Evolve the best system of care with the help of the service providers. 
• Engage, empower and hear patients and carers at all times, treating both with 
dignity. 
• Foster wholeheartedly the growth, development and training of all staff, 
including their involvement in improving the systems in which they work. 
• Embrace transparency in the interests of sharing best practice, accountability 
and cooperation. 
• Use quantitative data to better understand how the system is working, not to set 
targets, and to see them as a route to continuously improving patient care, not an 
end in themselves. 

• Ensure that there are clear lines of responsibility, especially for safety 
and interdepartmental cooperation. 

• Respect the NHS Pay Review Body and bring NHS pay back in line with 
inflation and negotiate improved conditions. 
• Expand the workforce to drive the wholesale improvement of mental health 
services. 
 
The extra funding proposed for the NHS and social care will create a total of 
400,000 jobs.  
 

4.12.3 Will your government commit to funding research into the costly ailments of an 
increasing elderly population (e.g. dementia)? 
 



We are aware that successive governments have drastically undervalued the 
care provided to those with age related illnesses. The Green Party would 
increase the Carer’s Allowance by 50%, costing £1.2 billion a year (6.5 million 
carers save the state £119 billion), and provide carers with a legal right to 5–10 
days paid annual leave. 
 
Additional Green Party pledges that would benefit older people are; 
• Provide free social care funded by taxation on the same basis as the NHS. 
• Invest in dementia services, ensuring that support is available for all affected by 
this debilitating disease, including families and carers. 
• Give higher priority to the physical healthcare of those with dementia. 
• Keep the pensioners’ bus pass and Winter Fuel Payment. 
• Provide free prescriptions for all and abolish the TV licence, making the current 
concessions unnecessary. 
• Support enforcing the rights of older people through the Dignity Code. 
• Make sure that all pensioners living abroad receive the same pension and 
annual pension increase as those living in the UK. 
• Support 20 mph zones, cycle schemes and public transport to make our streets 
safe and useful for older as well as young people. 
• Keep the NHS a public service, comprehensive and free at the point of delivery, 
especially recognising that the current generation of older people have paid for it 
all their lives and are now beginning to need it.  

 
4.13.1 Demands on the health service will always outstrip the capacity to supply. What 
will your government do to ensure that mental health is funded properly? 
 

The Green Party has four main priorities in allocating resources in the NHS: 
*stop wasting money on privatisation and marketisation 
*fund social care properly, taking pressure off the NHS 
*make sure that treatments are evidence based and cost effective 
*reduce illness and demand on the NHS by tackling at a population level public 
health issues such as air pollution, junk food, lack of exercise, drug abuse and 
fuel poverty. 
 
First, we will stop the waste of at least £4.5bn/year on the transaction costs of 
marketisation and privatisation. (This is the most conservative estimate of these 
costs.) We shall do this by stopping and reversing marketisation and 
privatisation, through enacting the 2015 NHS Reinstatement Bill, (as supported 
by the BMA). This will return £billions to front line patient care. By ending 



privatisation, we will also stop the extraction from the NHS of profits by private 
healthcare companies. Our priority for NHS funding is that it should go on 
frontline patient care. 
 
Second, we will also introduce free social care for the elderly, the disabled and 
people at the end of life. This will take pressure off the NHS where it is 
overstretched because of the shortage of social care funding. This currently has 
two main effects on the NHS. It places inappropriate demands on the NHS, as 
patients are unable to be discharged from hospital although they have no clinical 
need to be there, because there is no social care provision for them, and the lack 
of adequate social care also means that frail elderly people and people with 
chronic illnesses are not adequately cared for at home so get ill and end up in 
hospital. Plus, the Better Care Fund attempts to solve the problem of the 
underfunding of social care by taking money out of the NHS to pay for social 
care,ironically putting further pressure on the NHS. 
 
Third, we will make sure that the NHS pays for treatments that are evidence 
based and cost effective. NICE is the appropriate organisation for doing this and 
Greens would have no truck with undermining its role through schemes such as 
David Cameron’s Cancer Drugs Fund. 
 
Fourth, we have a range of policies to reduce air pollution, make towns and cities 
more walkable and cyclable, tax junk food and use the revenue to subsidise the 
cost of fruit and vegetables, invest public money in a nationwide home insulation 
programme that would make houses easier and cheaper to keep warm, and treat 
drug abuse as a public health issue rather than a crime. All these measures are 
designed to improve public health (and many will also cut carbon emissions and 
lessen climate change, which will otherwise be a massive cause of ill health due 
to floods, heat waves, storms and harsh winters.) 

 
4.13.2 Approximately a third of police time is spent dealing with mental health issues. 
How would you approach this problem? 
 

There has been an alarming rise in mental health problems in recent years, 
especially among young people. According to NHS England, mental illness 
accounts for 28% of illness but only 13% of NHS spending. In the course of a 
year, one in four adults experiences some form of mental ill health. If you have 
diabetes there’s a 92% chance you’ll get treatment. If you have a mental illness, 
that chance goes down to 28%. Around 70% of prisoners have two or more 



mental health conditions. The government’s own Chief Medical Of cer says 
mental health should be given greater priority. 
It will take time to train more staff and expand services but the Green Party will 
put an end to mental health’s Cinderella status and achieve parity of esteem by 
2020. 
We will: 
• Ensure that spending on mental health care rises within our overall commitment 
to increase real spending on health. 
• Ensure that no one waits more than 28 days for access to talking therapies. 
• Ensure that everyone experiencing a mental health crisis, including children and 
young people, should have safe and speedy access to quality care, 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week. 
• The use of police cells as ‘places of safety’ for children should be eliminated 
and by the end of the next Parliament should only occur for adults in exceptional 
circumstances. 
• Ensure that everyone who requires a mental health bed should be able to 
access one in their local NHS Trust area, unless they need specialist care and 
treatment. If specialist care is required, then this should be provided within a 
reasonable distance of where the patient lives. 
• Implement a campaign to end the discrimination and stigma associated with 
mental health through supporting the Time for Change programme and offering 
employment support to those with mental health problems. 
• Invest in dementia services, ensuring that support is available for all affected by 
this debilitating disease, including families and carers. 
• Pay special attention to any mental health issues of mothers during and after 
pregnancy, children and adolescents, Black and Minority Ethnic people, 
refugees, the LGBTIQ communities and ex-service people and their families. 
• Improve access to addiction services, including both drugs and alcohol 
addiction. 
• Give higher priority to the physical healthcare of those with mental health 
problems. 

 
4.13.3 Early intervention and prevention works. How will you encourage the 
development of, and commissioning of, local services that are easily accessible to 
Darlington people? 

See answer to 4.14.1 
 
4.14.1 A funding crisis has led to the recent closure of Gay Advice Darlington/Durham 
and to a limiting of Darlington Association of Disability’s services in Darlington. Although 



they serve relatively small sectors of the community, their very existence is a statement 
about equality and inclusivity. How will you ensure that minority voices are not silenced 
as an unintended consequence of austerity? 
 

Local authority funding and support for voluntary, charitable and community 
organisations has often been overlooked. 
Cuts to LA funding by the last two governments has lead to £1billion per year 
being cut from this sector. 
By restoring the funding of LA’s to their previous level we will breath life back into 
this vital sector of our economy. 
Our bold plans to redesign the way our economy works and a commitment to a 
vibrant, local democracy will ensure that support services receive the funding and 
recognition they deserve. 

 
4.14.2 If elected, in what way will you gather the views of the BME (black, minority and 
ethnic) community in Darlington? 
 

I would monitor diversity data for those who contacted me. 
Comparing these data with the profile of Darlington as a whole I would seek to 
ensure a representative balance. 
Where imbalance was found I would be proactive in contacting  

 
 
4.15.1 Academically selective secondary education risks re-introducing elitism into 
education. What is your commitment to those who are not academically gifted? 
 

The Green Party believes that education should provide everyone with the 
knowledge and full range of skills they require to participate fully in society and 
lead a fulfilled life. The Green Party rejects market driven models of education 
that see its role only in terms of international economic competitiveness and 
preparation for work. 
 
We want to develop an education system that will nurture a desire to learn 
throughout life. We will do this through a child-centred approach to learning 
which builds on the skills and interests of each individual child. We will therefore 
end the current testing regimes and rigid age related benchmarking. 
 



Education should be at the heart of communities and for communities, and 
should promote equality, inclusivity, social and emotional well-being and 
responsibility and be democratically accountable to them. 
 
Education is a right and an entitlement and should be free at the point of delivery 
to people of all ages. Education is social rather than market provision and we 
oppose any attempt to privatise state-funded schools or to enable them to 
become profit-making. 
 
The abolition of SATS and league tables and the evaluation of schools by 
parents, teachers and the local community, not Ofsted (the Office for Standards 
in Education, Children’s Services and Skills), which we would abolish, reducing 
the accountability-related workload. 
• A broad, balanced and enriching curriculum, including creative and vocational 
areas, and making PSHE (including sex and relationships education, and also 
first aid) compulsory, with a coherent 16–19 quali cations framework allowing a 
real choice of academic and vocational areas, or a mixture of them. 
• An increase in outdoor education and physical activity so children establish an 
early and strong relationship with their local environment. 
• The right for every child who is disabled to a mainstream education. 
• The removal of charitable status from private schools, with a view to absorbing 
them into the state system, but nevertheless 
ensuring that no schools are run for profit. 
• We will phase out public funding of schools run by religious organisations. 
Schools may teach about religions, but should not encourage adherence to any 
particular religious beliefs. 

 
4.15.2 Some schools in more well-to-do areas are asking parents to contribute. How are 
schools to be adequately funded? What is your party commitment? 
 

The Green Party would properly fund our schools so real terms spending per 
pupil (not just absolute spending) increases and is protected 
We would return all academies and free schools to local authority control 
We would scrap SATs, which narrow the curriculum and place unnecessary 
pressure on pupils and teachers. We would also abolish Ofsted 
We would reduce class sizes, with a long-term goal of 20 pupils per class at both 
primary and secondary level 
We would provide free universal early years education, with compulsory 
education beginning at age 7. 



We are committed to a fully comprehensive school system and are opposed to 
selection by ability or social class. 
The current system places the burden of financing higher education on 
individuals, and fails to recognise that education is a public good 
A Green government would scrap undergraduate tuition fees. Instead, tuition 
would be funded through general taxation 
Our 2015 manifesto states that we would write off all student debt issued by the 
Student Loans Company. We would immediately halt the sale of the student loan 
book 
In the short term, we would reintroduce the student maintenance grants which 
were scrapped by the Conservative government. In the long term, a Basic 
Income for all citizens would make these grants unnecessary 
We would restore the Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) and guarantee 
apprenticeships to all qualified young people aged 16-25 
Post-16 and Further Education institutions should be community assets, run by, 
and for the benefit of the local communities they serve, not “national brands” 
competing against each other for students and funding 
Our 2015 manifesto states that we would provide an additional £1.5bn a year to 
the further education sector 

 
4.15.3 With children from low-income families estimated to be over a year and a half 
behind more advantaged peers in their development by age 5, how can the school 
readiness gap be closed? 
 

 
I have been a governor at one of Darlington’s Nursery schools since 2008 and 
have seen excellent early years provision in practice. Through my experience as 
a governor I have first hand experience of the challenges posed by delayed 
development and the risk it poses to educational advancement. 
 
Although the single most important factor for a child’s development is the 
learning environment at home, high-quality preschool education can make a big 
difference. The government has focused on lower-quality childcare, which has 
little or no effect. Moreover, disadvantaged children who attend settings with 
children from mixed social backgrounds make more progress than those in 
settings serving mainly disadvantaged children. These findings are why we want 
to create a universal high-quality early years education system used by 
everyone, to give every child the best possible start. 



Great credit is due to the previous Labour government for its Sure Start children’s 
centres. But too many of these have closed as a result of austerity. The current 
government provides scant support to parents in the first two years of a child’s 
life, and too much of the emphasis for the next three years is on expanding free 
and subsidised childcare so that parents, especially women, can work. Too little 
attention is paid to the child and to the value of 
early education. 
The Green Party proposes to extend the education system to provide a free, 
universal and exible system of good-quality early education and support for 
parents from birth until the age of compulsory education. 
We would: 
Build a free but voluntary universal early education and childcare service for all 
children from birth until compulsory education age, which we would raise to 7 
years. 
Integrate this into the local education service, run by local education authorities, 
and build on existing infant schools. Local authorities would be would be given 
freedom as to how to do so in the light of their local circumstances. 
Ensure that the system includes children’s centres for the very youngest children 
and their parents, and childcare and early education for children from age 1. 
Ensure that those who lead early years education are quali ed teachers with quali 
ed teacher status and with specialist knowledge of early years education; and 
ensure all other staff are qualified to level 3. 
Encourage parents to participate in helping to run the service. 
Ensure that parents would receive much increased Child Benefit from 2016 and 
would continue to receive Statutory Maternity 
and Paternity Pay. 

 
 
4.16.1 What is your understanding of the voluntary sector in Darlington? Are you 
involved in it? 
 

My parents were volunteers in their community and I learnt the importance of 
community self reliance along side them as I grew up. 
I am constantly impressed by the energy of numerous people in Darlington who, 
quietly and modestly, give their time and energy for the common good. 
When my children were younger I was involved with the Darlington branch of the 
nct (formerly the National Childbirth Trust). I helped run the baby and toddler 
group for five years. My involvement with groups that support the local 



community include Darlington Friends of the Earth, Darlovelo, Bike Stop and a 
community built around the street where I live. 

 
4.16.2 Since the last election many voluntary sector organisations have been faced with 
cuts. Some organisations have disappeared completely. What action can you take to 
ensure a strong and properly resourced third sector in Darlington? 
 

See answer to 4.16.3 
 
4.16.3 Should government allow local authorities to add a percentage charge or levy to 
rates to fund the local voluntary sector? 
 

Local Authorities have a long history of supporting the voluntary, charitable and 
community sectors. 
Central government cuts to funding have had an entirely predictable result in this 
support. Local voluntary, charitable and community organisations now receive £1 
billion less money per year. 
 
Special attention will be paid to development of the voluntary sector of the 
economy, which combines the discipline and flexibility of the private sector, the 
accountability and the community-responsiveness of the public sector, the social 
concern of the voluntary sector and the activities of the informal economy. 
 
Selective subsidy and support for the third sector will help to produce many 
socially and environmentally benign local enterprises. Development funding will 
channel local savings into local economically and environmentally sound 
community initiatives such as: 
Policies to increase local investment and the circulation of local finance within the 
community. 
The development of democratically accountable Community Banks, designed to 
encourage local people to invest in local economic activity. 
Channelling local savings into economically and environmentally sound 
community enterprises. 
Promotion of Credit Unions and skills exchange schemes, along with researching 
the best use of local currencies and encouraging their adoption. 
 
The Citizen's Income scheme will further enhance opportunities for individual 
participation in the third sector. The Citizen's Income sufficient to cover an 
individual's basic needs will be introduced, which will replace tax-free allowances 



and most social security benefits. A Citizen's Income is an unconditional, 
non-withdrawable income payable to each individual as a right of citizenship. It 
will not be subject to means testing and there will be no requirement to be either 
working or actively seeking work. As such it will redress the balance between 
work / family life and increase the opportunity for informal and voluntary 
contributions to society. 

 
5.1.1 Why do you want to be MP for Darlington? 
 

I joined The Green Party when it became clear that I had been asking the wrong 
people to do the right thing. Now it is time to put the right people into parliament. 

 
5.1.2 What is your connection to Darlington? If you were elected and are not already 
resident, how would you root yourself in this community? 
 

When relocating to the North East in 1997 we chose to live in Darlington. I 
worked in the region as a senior sales manager for a national retailer before 
starting a family. I’m now the father of three children who attend schools in the 
town. My partner works in the Teesside chemical industry. 

 
5.1.3 Serving as an MP there will be occasions on which you will make decisions that 
are complex and contentious. Has there been an occasion in the past when you have 
had to make a stand and defend an unpopular decision? From where have you derived 
strength? 
 

During my time as a manager in the retail sector I was involved in decision 
making and delivering change that affected thousands of employees. There were 
occasions when working practices were changed to cut costs and increase 
profitability. I was acutely aware that an unprofitable company would not offer 
sustainable employment in the long term. However, the profit motive could lead 
to decisions that were damaging to employees health and well being. 
In discussions about these policy changes I would represent the long term 
interests of employees to balance the concerns for delivering profits for investors. 
In a high pressure, sales orientated environment, raising the subject of staff 
welfare was contentious but I persisted as I knew that well motivated and loyal 
workers who felt valued and listened to are any company’s greatest asset. 

 
 


